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Local Law No. 1 ' -~ of the year 2017 B 2 STAE
‘A local -Ew to regulate the licensing, identification and control of dogs W|th|n the Town of Lyme.
. {insert Tite)
. This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Artlcle 7 of the NYS Agrlculture
and Markets Law and Sectlons 10 and 20 of the Mumcnpal Home Rule Law of the State of
New York
- Be it enacted by the 10w Board L | of the

(Name of Legisiative Body)

|:|County |:|C|ty .Town I:IVitlage

* (Select one:)

. of Lyme ‘ o o : . ' as follows:

‘Anticle 2: Statement of Purpose and Findings: The Town Board of the Town of Lyme, County of Jefferson, hereby
finds it necessary to amend current law to reflect the transfer of the responsibitity for licensing, identification and
control of dogs to the Town of Lyme due to the termination of dog control services heretofore provided by Jefferson -
. County. Itis the purpose of this law to adopt comprehensive regulations for the licensing and identification of dogs,
. the control and protection of the dog populatlon and the protectlon of persons, property, domestic animals and deer
from dog attack and damage.
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NEW YORK STATE Ii)EPARTMENT OF STATE

Local Law Filing - .41 STATE STREET, ALBANY, NY 12231

(Use this fonn to file a local law with the Sec'r*etary of State):

Text of law should be given as amended Do not include matter being ellmlnated and do not use
: italics or underlmlng to mdlcate new matter.

1. Town of Lyme

" Local Law No. 1 of the year 2017

. AlLocal Law to Regulate the Licensing, Identification and Control of- Dogs
- - within the Town of Lyme

- ARTICLE 1: Statement of Authority:

This Local- Law is enacted pursuant to the provisions of Anicle 7 of the Agricuiture and Markets
Law and Sections 10 and 20 of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York. ‘

ARTICLE 2: Statement of Purpose and Findings:

The Town Board of the Town of Lyme, County of Jefferson, hereby finds it necessary to amend
current law to reflect the transfer of responsibility for licensing, identification and control of dogs
to the Town of Lyme due to the termination of dog control services heretofore provided by
Jefferson County It is the purpose of this law to adopt comprehensive regulations for the
licensing and |dentn‘" cation of dogs, the control and protection of the dog population and the
protection of persons, property, domestic animals and deer from dog attack and damage.

ARTICLE 3: Enactment:
The Town Board of the Town of Lyme hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1: Title:
Dog Licensing and Control La_w of the Town of Lyme

- Section 2:  Definitions:
All terms not specifically defined herein shall have the meaning assigned to such terms within
- §108 of the Agriculture and Markets Law of the State of New York.
As used in thrs-chaptegr, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
A. “Agriculture and Markets Law” means the Agriculture and Markets Law of the State

of New York in effect as of the efféctive date of this Law, and as may thereafter be
. amended from time to time
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B. "Dangerous Dog as’ also defrned in Article 7, means any dog which, without
justification:
i. Attacks a person or companion animal and causes physrcal injury or
- . death, or :
ii. Behaves in a manner whrch a reasonabte person ‘would befieve poses a:
~ serious and unjustified imminent threat of serious injury or death to a
person, cornpanion animal or domestlc animal, or '
iii. Without justification, attacks a service dog guide dog or hearing dog and
. causes physrcal 1njury or death

- C. “Dog” means _any member of the species canis familiaris

D. “ldentification Tag” means a tag issued by the Lyme Town Clerk which sets forthan -
identification number, name of the municipality and state of NY, contact information
for the Town Clerk and such other information deemed necessary by the
municipality

 E. “Owner” means any person who harbors or keeps any dog, is entitled to claim lawfu
- custody-and possession of a dog, who is responsible for purchasing the license for
such dog. Any person owning or harboring a dog for a period of one (1) week prior
to the filing of any-complaint charging a violation of this Local Law shall be deemed
: ,to be the owner of such dog. :

F. “Owner of record” means the person in whose hame a dog was last licensed
pursuant to this Law, except that if any license is issued on application of a person
under eighteen years of age, the owner of record shall be deemed to be the parent
or guardran of such person.

G. “Person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, association or other
_ organized: group of persons business entity, mumcrpalrty or other legal entity.

H. “Resident” means any mdrwdual who maintains a residence within the Town of
‘Lyme, County of Jefferson, State of New York.

I, “Service Dog" meens any dog that has been or is being individually trained to do
" work or perform tasks for the benefit of a person with a disability.

J. “Town® means the Town of Lyme, County of Jefferson, State of New York.
K. "Town Board” means the Town Boerd. of the Town of Lyme. ;
L. “Town Clerk” means the Town Clerk of the Town of Lyme.
Section 3:  Licensing of Dogs ‘: :
A. iNo person'shall own or possess a dog with‘i‘n the Towrr‘unless such dog is licensed and
identified as provided in Article 7 of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law and this Local
Law. All dogs within the Town that are four (4) months of age or older, unless otherwise

exempted, shall be licensed. No license shall be required for any dog which is under the
age of four months.
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The owner of each dog required to be Ilcensed shall obtam complete and return to the
Town Clerk of the Town a dog license application together with the license application

fee, any appllcable license surcharges and such-additional fees as may be established
by the Town, pursuant to the authority of this Law. The application for license shall be
on a form prescribed by and available from the Town Clerk, elther in person or by mail.
In no event will there be refunds of fees. '

. Proof of Vaccmatlon ag_lnst Rabies:

Each license application shall be accompanled by proof that the dog has been
'vaccinated against rabies or a statement from a licensed veterinarian that such
vaccination would endanger the dog s life in which case vaccmat[on shall not be
required. - . .

. Licenses issued by Anlmal Shelters and Pound
- The Town does not allow the licensing of dogs by a sheiter. The shelter MUST send an

adoptive dog owner to the Lyme Town Clerk for Incensmg before the adoption is complete.

Grace Penod for Doqs I|censed in New York Cltv or Outside New York State

Any dog harbored within the Town which is owned by a resident of New York City or
licensed by the City of New York, or which is owned by a non-resident of New York State
and licensed by a jurisdiction outside the State of New York shall, for a period of thirty
(30) consecutive days while within the Town be exempt from the licensing and

|dent|f' catlon prowsmns of this Iocal Iaw

Term of License and Renewals:

Each license issued pursuant to this local law, shaII be valid for.a perlod of one year and
shall expire on the last day of the last’ month of the period for which it was issued. No
license shall be issued for a period expiring after the last day of the eleventh month
following the expiration date of the current rabies certificate for the dog being licensed.

. Fees:

i. The Town Board of the Town of Lyme, County of Jefferson, is hereby
authorized to adopt and establish by resolution a schedule of fees fordog
license, enumeration, impoundment and replacement tags. The Town Board
may exercise its authority under this Sectaon to adopt and amend such schedute

of fees as it deems appropnate

ii. . All fees will be used in fundlng_ the adminis_tration of the Lyme Dog Control Law.

. Service Dog Exemption from Llcense Fees:

There shall be no fee for any license issued for the following types of dogs, as defined in
Article 7 of the State Agriculture-and-Markets Law: guide dog, hearing dog, service dog,
war dag, working search dog, detection 'dog, police work dog and therapy dog. Each
license for 'such dog shall be conspicuously marked either “Guide Dog, * "Hearing Dog,”
“Service Dog,” "Worklng Search Dog,” “War Dog,” “Detectlon Dog," “Police Work Dog”

~ or “Therapy Dog’, as may be appropnate

| Purebred Doo License and Fee:

There will be no distinct purebred licenses as previously provided for by the State. Any

_ prev:ously issued purebred licenses will now be required to comply with this local law.
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| J. Issuance of chense Identlﬂcatlon ng_

Upon validation by the Town Clerk, a dog license shall be issued and a record of its
issuance retained in the office of the Town Clerk.. Such record shall be made available
upon request to the State Commissioner of Agncutture and Markets, or successor
thereof.

K. No lioense shall be transferable. Upon the transfer of ownership of any dog, the new
owner shall |mmedlately apply for anew license for the dog. A license cannot be transferred
to another dog. - ‘ .

Change of Ownershlg, Lost or Stolen Dogs

Upon the transfer of ownership of any dog, the new owner shall immediately make

~ application for a license for such dog. The original |ssued rdentlf cation tag shall

remaln the same for the Ilfe of the dog

In the event of a change in ownershrp of any dog which has been aSS|gned an

official identification number or in the event of a change of address of the owner of
record of any such dog, the owner of record shall, within ten days of such change,
notify the Town Clerk. : :

If any dog which has been assigned an official identification number is lost or stolen,
the owner of record shall, wrthln ten days of the dlscovery of such loss or theft, notify
the: Town Clerk.

: In the case of a dog's death, the owner of record shaII so notn‘y the Town Clerk no

later than the explratlon date of the license.

L. tdentn’catlon Tag

The Town. Clerk shall assign a permanent official identification number to a dog
when it is first licensed. Such identification number shall be carried by the dog on an
identification tag whlch shall be aff1xed fo the collar of the dog at alt times.

An identification tag is not requrred to be worn while the dog is part|0|pat|ng in a dog
show ‘

The oft" cial permanent |dentrf|cat|on number shall constitute the official identification
of the dog to which it is assigned, regardless of changes of ownership, and the
number shall not be reassigned to any other dog durlng the lifetime of the dog to
which itis assigned. .

No tag carrying an identifi catlon number shall be affixed to the collar of any. dog
other than the one to which the number has been aSS|gned

At the time a dog is first licensed, one |dent|f|catron_ tag shall be furnished to the
owner at no additional charge. Any replacement tag shall be obtained by the owner
at the owner’s expense pursuant to the Schedule of Fees as establlshed by the
Town Board :



Section 4 : | 'Res'trictions:
It shall be onlanuI for any owner of any dog in the Townto permir or aIlow any dog to:

(a) Run at large unless the dog is under the full control of its owner or a responsrble
person with the owner’s permission. For the purpose of the Local Law, a dog in
the company of a hunter shall be- consrdered as accompanled by its owner.

(b) Engage in habitual and Ioud howling, barkrng crylng or whlnlng or conduct as to
unreasonably and habrtually disturb the comfort or repose of any person other than
the owner of such dog

(©) Uproot dig or otherwise damage any vegetables, lawns, flowers garden beds or
other property without the‘consent or approval of the owner.

(d) Chase,- jump upon or at, or othenrvise harass any' person in such manner a's to
reasonably cause intimidation or fear or to put such person in reasonable
- apprehension of bodily harm. :

(e) Habrfually chase, run alongside or bark at motor vehicles, motorcycles or blcyc'les
while on a public street, highway or place, or upon private property without the
consent or approval of the owner of such property '

N Create a nuisance by defecatmg urlnatmg or digging on pubhc property, oron
" private property without the consent or approval of.the owner of such property.

(g) Be off the owner’s premlses or unrestralned by a Ieash when in heat.

Section 5 Procedure for Seizure of Dogs

(a) The Town Dog Control Ofﬂcer peace offlcer or pohce off icer may seize a dog as
fo!lows
. i Any unhcense‘d-dog whether on or of owner's premises
ii. Any dog not wearing a tag which is not on the owner's premises, and
_iii. Any dog found to be in violation of paragraphs (a)-(g) of Section 4 of this
- Local Law, such dog to be kept and managed | in accordance with the
provisions of Article 7 of NYS Agriculture and Markets Law and in
conformrty with any order of the Town Justice of the Town of Lyme

(b) The Dog Control Officer of peace officer observing a wolatlon of this Local Law shall -
issue an appearance trcket for such vrolatron

(c) Any person who observes a dog in violation of this Local Law may file a complaint under
~"oath with the Town of Lyme Justice Court specifying the nature of the violation, the date
thereof, a description of the dog and the name and residence of the owner, if known.

Such complaint may serve as a basis for enforcement.of the provisions of this Law.
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Section 6: Violatibns:
"1. It shall be a violation, punishable as proyided in suodivision two of this 'sectlion, for:

(a) any owner to fail to. license any dog. -
> (b) any owner tofail to have any dog identified as reqmred by this article;
- (c) any person to knowingly affix to any dog any false or improper identification tag, or
. tag for identifying guide, service or hearing dogs; ]
) _(d) any owner or custodian of any dog to fail to conflne restraln or present such dog for
_any lawful purpose under this article;
(e) any person to furnish false or misleading mformatlon on any form to be required to
- be filed with the Town of Lyme
’ (f) the owner or custodian of any dog to fail to exercise due diligence in handling his or -
her dog that results in harm to any guide, hearing or other service dog;
(g) any owner of a dog to fait to notify the municipality i in which his dog is licensed of any
change in ownershlp or address

2. It shall be the duty of the Lyme Dog Control Oﬂ" icer to bnng an act|on agalnst any person
who commits any violation set forth in subdivision one of this section. The Town of Lyme
may elect to prosecute such action as a violation under the penal law or to’ commence an
action to recover ina cwrl penalty

(a) First violation: a fine of no less than $25 OO
(b) Second offense within a five year period: a f ine of no less than $50 00
~{c) Third or subsequent offense W|th|n a five year period: a f ine of no Iess than $100.00

Sectlon 7: Repeal of Inconmstent Local Laws or Ordlnances:
This Local Law shall supersede all prior inconsistent Local Laws, Ordinances, Rules and
Regulations relative to the licensing and control of dogs within the Town. All prior inconsistent
Local Laws, Ordinances, Rules and Regulatlons shall be, upon the effectlveness of this Local
Law null and vo:d P . :
Section 8: Severablllty Clause
.The provision of th|s local law are declared to be severable, and |f any sectlon subsection,
sentence, clause or part thereof is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a
court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall'not affect the validity of any remalnlng
-secﬂons subsectrons sentences clauses or part of thls ordrnance ‘
Sectlon 9: ,Effectlve Date

This _!ooal law shall be effective January 1, 2017 after filing with the Secretary of State. .
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
stnke out that which is not-applicable.)

1. (Fmal adoptlon by local leglslatlve body only )-.

| hereby certify that the local law annexed fiereto, designated as local law No. 1 of 2017 of
the (County)(Caty)(Town)(Vlllage) of Lyme . : was duly passed by the
Town Board - ___on January 11, 2017 in accordance with the applicable

{Name of Legislative Body) - T o i
. provisions of law. - I o _ .. L

ief Executwe Oﬂ'cer ) ' .
1 hereby cef bat the local law annexed hereto de5|gnated as local law No. e 17,-'..5_&’7__"_,__,,«- . of 20 of
the (County)(CltY)(TOW" Viage Of - S . __ was duly passed by the
- a s - Qe 20.____, and was (approved)(not approved)

- (Name of Legislative-Body}

(repassed after disapproval) by T e and was deemed duly adopted

on

| Mgl certlfythat the local law annexed hereto R e i 5 ) e .A S
the (County) PEQU |Ilage) of — . ' . e STy duly passed by the
' e " on . s il and was (approved)(not approved)
(Name of Legistative Body) g ' M’z .
“ da""au‘__.. - . -
(repassed after dlsapproval) by the : —— : on 20
: ) (EI e ' Chief Executive (Hiay h‘ . . . : ’
Such local law was subppitte®f B the people by reason of a (mandatory)(pe mBeiyg) referendum and received the affirmative
vote of a ma‘ Csinfihe qualified electors votmg thereon at the (general)(spemal)(ann igTelac on heId on _
- 20 ,in accordance with the appllcable provus:ons of Iaw . . oy, -
_-: 1o pe || v (& [elgrend _‘g,_ linal-ad .—.- -,- bhoga -;.,,..‘..: ] :‘M:JG‘)“ file :n--.‘.k::, i f:'l I"Idum )
R Caitify that the Iocal law annexed hereto desugnated as local law No Of 2Pmrmset ST
% -pet-‘—“‘ai:r A
the (COUHtY)(CIW)(TOWﬂW&% : e . was duly passed by the
' - n _ ' . W ; and was (approved)(not approved)

(Name of Legisiative Body)

(repassed aﬂerdlsapproval) by the : : Ty, ™ : ' _ 20 . Such local

"'"h.u,. -

PETMissive referendurn and no valid petltlon requestmg such referendum was F led

Su
. in accordance with.the.a I| able.proyisio sﬁ‘oi,l.a_y_v_.ﬂa_ s

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or. inciudes the chief executlve officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, if there
be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the rmayor of a city or village, or the supemsor of a town where such ofﬁcer is
vested with the power to appruve or veto Iocal laws or ordinances.
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g eby cemfy that the focal Iaw annexed hereto desngnated as loca aw o

DOS-0239-- (Rev. 04/14)

g'
. \ | i
- {If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.)
| further certify that | have compared the preceding local law with the criginal on file in this office and that the same is a
correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law; and was ﬁnally adopted in the manner indicated in
paragraph ] above. W 0 |
e g » -
N : B T . Clerk of dH ¢buhty legislative body, Clty Town or Village Clerk or
. '1('_ % - officer. desugn ted by local legislative body ’
. (Seal)! - _ L S . , Data: q’ﬂ,pr’ M) gb 17
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